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Help Has No Boundaries – The Lyoness Child 
& Family Foundation Continues To Strike New 
Paths  

Titled “For a place to feel at home! 

Joint support with heart and 

mind“, the latest project leads the 

Child & Family Foundation onto new ter-

ritory. Although the place of action may be 

new, help continues to go to the weakest 

link of society – children. Thirty children 

between the ages of 3 months and 15 years 

live in the children’s home of “The Smile 

of the Child“ in the Greek town of Thes-

saloniki. In order to provide the children 

with a better quality of life in addition to 

having a roof over their head, the Child & 

Family Foundation among other things 

is involved in taking care of the main-

tenance of the building. In addition to 

painting, electrical and installation work, 

the oil tank for heating is being refilled 

as well as new toys, clothing, medication 

and foods are provided. Since children do 

not only need love, food and a safe home, 

the Foundation also donated schooling 

and educational materials from its col-

lection so that the brain is being “fed“ as 

well. The Greek non-for-profit organiza-

tion “The Smile of the Child“ takes care of 

a total of 256 children across Greece and 

is exclusively financed through donations. 

Since the people of Greece currently have 

to watch every cent themselves due to the 

country’s debt burden, those who need 

help the most are affected first. For Lyo-

ness, it is another reason to enter into new 

territory in Greece.

In Slovenia, the Child & Family Founda-

tion is actively involved in a national proj-

ect to increase the quality of life for people 

with disabilities. Together with the vol-

unteer association Medobčinsko društvo 

Sožitje Maribor and Lyoness Slovenia, the 

Foundation turned its attention to a proj-

ect that particularly deserves support. The 

project partner is a charitable association 

founded in 1965 that supports people with 

mental disabilities, their parents, experts, 

friends and sponsors. The goal of this in-

volvement is to enable approximately 28 

disabled children and adults to have a 

“normal life“. Through active incorpora-

tion into their environment and diverse 

working processes, these people can lead 

a meaningful and fulfilled life as part of 

society. In order to make this happen, 

the key of the collaboration is to estab-

lish disability-friendly work places so that 

people with disabilities can take advan-

tage of their full potential when working 

on their woodwork, textile or art projects. 

The Child & Family Foundation provides 

specially equipped computers, modified 

screens, computer mouse and keyboard 

as well as individual programs helping the 

users to acquire more knowledge and new 

work and social habits within a group. The 

purchase of a new sewing machine for the 

textile shop or a pyrograph and a battery-

operated drill for the woodwork shop help 

to bring the association‘s equipment up to 

date. These seemingly “small“ purchases 

create the framework conditions for peo-

ple with disabilities that are stimulating 

and increase the individual abilities which 

can easily be read in the smile of these 

people and the pride to have made some-

thing on their own.

In Switzerland, the Child & Family Foun-

dation supports the SRK therapy place in 

Buchs. The project “Unterstützung der 

allgemeinen Frühförderung für Kinder 

und Jugendliche ohne Versicherungs- 

und Kostengutsprache in der SRK-Ther-

apiestelle“ (Support for the general early 
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intervention for children and adolescents 

without insurance and cost absorption 

in the SRK therapy office) has the goal 

to provide the children and adolescents 

without any insurance or cost absorption 

with financial support and to grant them 

access to therapy sessions at the SRK of-

fice that they need as part of their general 

early intervention. What started in 1974 as 

a consultation office for children with ce-

rebral movement disorders of the section 

Werdenberg-Sargans for the Swiss Red 

Cross, has today become the “SRK thera-

py office for children and adolescents Sar-

gans – Buchs – Altstätten“. Today, about 

20 therapists take care of children with a 

variety of diagnosis and disability levels 

with movement, cognitive or speaking 

disorders as well as development deficits 

and behavioural disorders. A sick child 

is already enough of a worry for the par-

ents and if they can then not afford an 

extremely necessary therapy, the parents’ 

suffering cannot be imagined. Here, the 

Child & Family Foundation can not only 

help the children but also take a weight 

off the parents’ shoulders they didn’t have 

to worry about in a perfect world. That 

indulgence and philanthropy are close 

together showed this year’s Indulgence 

Ball Graz on March 5th at the Grazer Con-

gress. The 850 guests were spoiled by 14 

Styrian top chefs live on location with cu-

linary delights and also with the especially 

for the ball created wine, a Styrian Cuvée 

made from the types Welsch Riesling, 

Muskateller and Weißburgunder pro-

vided for indulgence of the highest kind. 

Just for the charitable purpose, the wine 

was created by the three wineries Primus 

Polz, Georgiberg and Hannes & Ewald 

Zweytick for the Child & Family Founda-

tion. The Foundation gave the entire net 

proceeds from the sale of the wine to the 

Anton Afritsch children’s village at the 

Grazer Steinberg. The cheque for EUR 

3,000 was handed over during a festive 

ceremony on April 7th and will be used 

for the individual support and fostering 

of children in the areas of art therapy and 

biographical work.

Sometimes, Lyoness does not have to go 

too far to be philanthropic. Sometimes, 

destiny strikes right in front of its own 

door as the tragic and way to early death 

of two-time father and long-time Lyoness 

business partner Harald Redtenbacher 

shows. The shock was great when the 

family found out about the serious dis-

ease, and the doctors did not see any 

chances for recovery. In order to help 

the family not only share the heavy emo-

tional strains but also the financial bur-

den, Franz Rudolf Freidinger, Austrian 

member of the Lyoness President’s Team, 

initiated a donation campaign and raised 

funds within his organization and within 

the Lyoness Community. In total, the 

family was handed EUR 20,000, half of 

it through donations and the other EUR 

10,000 were personally donated by Franz 

Freidinger, in order to help secure their 

future. This tragic case is an example for 

the great solidarity in the meaning of Cor-

porate Social Responsibility of Lyoness 

and shows that the often quoted claim of 

many network marketing companies “We 

are family“ is not just an empty phrase for 

Lyoness.
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